EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

April, 1968:

Cover: A demonstration shows the power of the newly developed CO, laser.

Page 3: The SCV Subsection holds its annual Pioneers Night dinner, with both
William Shockley and Gordon Moore as panelists. It would have been
interesting to hear interactions between the Nobel Prize winner (for
inventing the transistor) and one of the “Traitorous Eight” who left his
company to found Fairchild! Photo on page 12 of the June GRID.

Page 16: Lenkurt Electric, where | worked for several years, gets a contract to
build a microwave relay system along a railroad right-of-way, to sidestep
AT&T’s monopoly on long-distance services for voice communications. It
builds a similar one along the Southern Pacific Railroad’s central-California
right-of-way, funded by SP. This becomes Southern Pacific
Communications Company and the nucleus of Sprint Corporation (the
“SPR” in SPRint stands for Southern Pacific Railroad) to become the fourth
largest mobile network in the country.

Page 18: The electronics industry is still experiencing some poor employment
from the earlier cutbacks in 1964-65. The GRID publishes a number of
“positions wanted” profiles for graduating engineering students.

Page 19: Tempress tells about its expansion which includes a gym, shower
rooms and a swimming pool — amenities that soon become a trademark = -
of high-tech companies in our Valley. A few years later, my company Electro qp.ﬂcs
(Tandem Computers) relocates from its startup location up on Bandley
Drive (where Apple will locate) to Tantau Avenue in Cupertino, and the
campus includes a tennis court and swimming pool. Several of us liked
playing volleyball during lunch hours, so we obtained funds from Tandem to build a sand volleyball court next to the creek
that ran through the campus.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
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