Hovember 23, 1032,

UBJEQT: Re CGeorge R. Metcalfe,
graduate, gtevensg In~-
stitute, Clase of %88

gtevens Institute of Technology
Hoboken, Ne Je

: Att: Librarian
Gentlémens

Mre George Re Metcalfe, for twenty~two years Ndi-
tor of the publications of this Institute and a graduate of
gtevene Institute, Class of '86, is retiring from active
service Jamuary 1, 1933. In connection with this retire-
ment and in recognition of long and faithful professional
service, we are plannin% to publish in the January 1, 1933,
igesue of ELECTRICAL ENCGINEEZRING a suitable biographical
sketch, covering the prinoipal sotivities of Mr. Metocalfels
life, including his early education.

It is my understanding that you have available
rather somprehensive biographical information concerning
your awn,graduataa‘ Thus I am turning to you for assist-
anee, hop! that I am not presunmptive in requesti a trane=
geript of whatever information you may have available con=
cerning Mr. lHetcalfe. :

lir. Metcalfe's service has been so faithful and
self-effacing and his demeanor so modest that we are finding
ourcelves exceedingly embarrassed in discovering adequate
biographical information without offending his modesty by
consulting with him and thereby practically casusing him to
write his own biography. Accordingly, whatever assistance
you ' be able to give us in this matter will be deeply ap=
preciated. If you could respond by pecember 1, it would be
of further material assistance to us.

Thanking you in advance for whatever consideration




8 I1? pa November 23, 1932.

y@ﬁ,may be able to give to this reguest, I am
Yours very truly,

G« ROSS H@uﬂi&@éx
assoeiate ditor
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November 233, 1933.

Hre he Be MoAllister, sssistant Director
Bureau of standards
wasgbington, De. C.

Dear Mr. MoAlllisterg

Qur ¥ditor, Mr. George K. Metcalfe, is retiring

from sctive service January 1, 1933, and it is our wish %o
ive his service and his retirement adequate attention in
LEGGTRICAL ENGINEERING for January 1, 1833 In this con=
nection we are seeking biographical information of a per-
gonal as well as & profesgsional nature and our mutual friend,
Mr. Gano Dunn, has suggested that you might be able %o con=
:ﬁiﬁnﬁg such information or to suggest powsible sources

OEB0TL

Through those acquainted with Mr. Metcalfe and

hig early professional work or with hie long service %o the
Inetitute, we are earnmestly hoping to uncover comprehensive
biographical information. In order to avoid the undesira-
ble aliernative of affronting his modesty by requesting him
as it were, to write his own bilography, any contributions a
all that vou can make will be of assistance, will be &ulg
appreciated, and will aseist in fltting recognition for long
and f&ithfni service.

Hoping that it way stimulate your memory, I am ot~
taohing hereto & copy of the informstion now available here
at headgquarters. 1%s meagerness you may observe for your=
gelf. Pprofessor Slichter of Columbia University has re=
minded ue that you were chalrman of the AJI.N.E. Bditing
Committee for the year 1912-1913 snd informs us also that
you were very close to Mr. Metoalfe and his work.

Thanking you in advance for whatever consideration
you may be able to give to this matter, I am

Yourse very truly,

G« Ross Henninger
Assocate nditor

E&#l_ .




Mre Percy He. Thomas, Consulting Engineer
Room 3614, 130 Broadway
Hew York, Ne Y.

Dear Mr. Thomast

OQur Zditor, Mr. George R. Metcalfe, is retiring
from active service January 1, 1833, and it is our wish %o
give his service and hie retirement adequate attention in
BELEOTRICAL ENGINEZRING for January 1, 1823. - In this con=
nection we are seeking biographical information of a pere
sonal as well as a professional meture and our mutual
friend, Mr. Gano Dumn, has suggeeted that you might be able
to contribute such information or to suggest poesible
sources thereof.

Through those acquainted with Mr. wetcalfe and
hie early professional work or with his long service %o
the Inetitute, we are earnestly hoping to uncover compre=
hensive biographical information. In order to avoid the
undesirable alternative of axfrantinf his modesty by re-
questing him, as it were, to write his own biography, any
contributions at all that you can make will be of assigl~
ance, will be duly appreciated, and will aseist in fitting -
regognition for long and faithful service.

Hoping that it may stimulate your memory, 1 am
attaching hereto a copy of the information now available
nere st hesdquarters. Its meagerness you way observe for
yourself.

Thanking you in advance for whatever considera=
tion you may be able to give to this matter, I am

Yours very truly,

G. Ross Henningey
| Asgociate wdlitor
GRELL
Tnel.



Rovember 23, 1833«

Mr. Harry N. Latey,
: Chief ©leotrical Engineer
Board of Trangportation,
iy of New York
260 Hudson ctreet
Hew York, He Y.

Dear Mr. Lateys

Qur mditor, Mr. George R. Metoalfe, ig retiring
from active service January 1, 18933, and it ies our wish
give his service and his retirement adequate attention in
ELNCTRICAL ENGINERRING for January 1, 1833. 1In thies con=
nection we are seeking blographical information of a pere
gonal as well as a professional hature and our mutual
friend, Nr. Gano Dunn, has suggested that you might be able
to contribute such information or %o suggest posesible
gourcee thereof.

Through those asoguainted with Hr. Metcalfe and
hig early professional work or with hig long service %o
the Institute, we are earnestily hoping to uncover compre~
hensive biographical informatione In order to avoid the
undegirable alternative of affronting his modesty by re=
questing bim, as it were, to write his own blography, any
gontributions at all that you can make will be of assist~
anee, will be duly appreciated, and will aesist in fitting -
reoognition for long and faithful service.

Hoping that it may stimulate your memory, I am
abtaching hereto a copy of the information now available
here at hesdquarters. Ite meagerness you may observe for
yourself. Since you were a member of the A.J.E.E. Gditing
-Committee for the year 1910 and therefore in touch with Mr.
uetcalfet's work of that period, I am hoping you will be
able %o give us some valuable infazmaﬁzan¢ ‘

Thanking you in advance for whatever considera-
tion yvou may be able to give to this matter, I anm

Yours very truly,
G+« Rose Henningey

GRIL hgsociate rditor
Bnol.
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Wovember 23, 1933

Mre. (eorge ¥, Sever,
: gonsulting 7lectrical Engineey
Kingeton, Massachusette

Deay Mr. Severs

our nditor, ¥r. George R. Metcalfe, is retiring

from sotive service Jamuery 1, 1883, and 1% is our wish %o

ive his service and his retirement adequate attention in

LECTRICAL ENGINEERING for January 1, 1833. In this con=
nection we are secking biograpbical information of & perw
gonal as well as a professional nature and our mutual friend,
Mre Geno Dunn, has suggested that you might be able to con-
tixmuﬁg such information or to suggest possible sources
thereofe

Through those acquainted with Mr. Hetcalfe and his
early professicnal work or with his long service %o the Imn-
stitute, we are earnestly hoping to uncover comprehensive bi=
g%xmphiaal information. In order to avoid the undesirable

ternative of affronting his modesty by requesting him, as
it were, to write his own biography, any contributions at all
that you con umake will be of assistance, will be duly appre=
ciated, and will assist in fitting recognition for long and
falthful service.

Hoping that i1t may stimulate your memory, I am at~
taching hereto a copy of the information now available here
at headouarters. Its meagerness you may observe for your-
gelf. Profescor slichter of Columbia University has re~
minded us that you were chairman of the A.J.f.U. Rditing Cou~
mittee for the year 1910-1911 and informs us also that you
were verv close to Mr., Metocalfe and hie work.

Thanking you in advence for whatever consideration
you may be able %o give to this matter, I am

Yours very truly,

Ge ROge Henninger
Apsociate nditor
GRH:L




November 23, 1832.

Mre. Frank J. Sprague
421 Canal street
New York, . Y.

Deay lMr. Spragues;

Qur Editor, Mre George R. Metcalfe, is retiring
from asctive service January 1 and we wish to give his
long service %o the Institute its just attention in ELEC=
TRICAL ENGINEERING for January l. I am appealing %o you
for definite information of either a personal or profee~
gional nature that you may be able to supply. e can, of

course, if we have to ultimately consult with Mr. Metcalfe,

himself, concerning this matter but for many obvious rea=
sone it ie much more satisfactory that we ghould not offend
hig modesty by asking him, ae it were, to write hie owmn
biography. Although he has been with the Institute for
twenty-two yeare, the information on file here concerning
him is so meager as to be eseentially non-existent.

All I can find here is his application for member-

ship in the Institute, bearing the date of April 19, 1892.
A transoript of hie professional record, as 1isted ia that

application, is attached hereto and I am hoping that it will

sorve to inspire your memory.

1f you could favor me with a regponse by December
1, I would deem it & great personal favor and would be duly
appreciative. [Either information comcerning Mr. Hetoalfe
personally, professionally or revealing possible sources of
such information would be of great help.

with kindest personal regards, 1 awm

Yours very truly,

(G« Ross Henningery
Associate wditor

GRULL
Znel.

F



Hovember 23, 1932«

Mre Charles v« Price, Presgident
Intornational Trade Press, Inc.
110 veet 42nd Street ‘
¥ow York, N. Y.

Deay Hye Prioces

Qur Rditor, Mr. George R. Metcalfe, is retiring
from active service January 1, 1933, and it is our wish %o
g&wa his service and hig retirement adequate attention in
JLOOTRICAL ENGIREERING for Jeunuary 1, 1933. 1In this ocon-
nection we are seeking biographical infawm&sion of a per-
sonal ag well as a professional nature and our mutusl friend,
ire Gano Dunn, has suggested that you might be able %o con~
gﬁihugg guch informetion or to suggest posslble sources

GTe0Le

Through those acquainted with Mr. Hetcalfe and his
early professional work or with his long service %o the In-
gbitute, we are earnestly hoping to uncover comprehensive
biographical information. In order %o avoid the undesira=
ble alternative of affronting his modesty by requeesting him,
as it were, to write his own biography, any contributions at
all that you can make will be of assictance, will be duly ap=
preciated, and will assist in fitting recognition for long
and faithful service. i

‘ Hoping that it may stimulate your memory, I om at~
taching hereto a copy of the information now avallable here
a&igﬁadwu&wﬁara‘ Its meageyness you may observe for yours
B84l e

, Thanking you in advance for whatever consideration
you maey be able %o give %o this matter, I am

Yours very truly,

G« Rosge Henningeyr
Apsociate Iditor

GRHSL
Enelis



Hovember £5, 1832,

Westinzghouse Elec, & Mfg, Cos,
420 8. San P 9@?&37 8t,. 5
Los Angeles, Calif,

Deapr #r. Rowe:

Knowing that you have bees a pember of the
Institute for many, many years and cousequertly rather
itimately ecqg:ai ted with mary of our refered "old
timers,” 1 am writicg to you asking personal and pro-
fessional biographical infermstion concerning
dr, Ceorge R, Hetcalfe.

As you may kuow, HMr, Metealfe is 2ad for 22
years has been the A.1:E,E, editor, Hr, Metcalfe is re-
tiring from active service January 1, 1983, a-d we are
particilarly desirous of giving that event as well as his
long azd faithful service some adequate treatment in the
January 193% issue of ELECTRICAL =RQINEERING.

Hr. Hetealfe was a mesber of the Iastitute from
180 to 1808, and it is cnly 1o contection with his 1882
applicatior for membership that we row have ary a:thoritative
biegrephical informatiors A trarscript of thet information
iz attached herewith in the hope that it may stimalate your
memory, Whatever information you may be able to supply
concersing Hr, Hetealfe's personazl a+d professional activities
(1 srderstad he was asgoeisted with Westi: ghouse compary -
some time prior to 1910) or a y refere.ces to other possible
sources of such isformation will be deeply sppreciated by
the undersigned snd will be of meterizl assistance in glving
fitting recoguition te Hr, Hetealfe, W¥We patarally wish te
avold affrotaing Br, Metcalfe's modsty by golng to him for
perso-al 1.formation, this practically ca:sirg him to write
his ow: biegraphy.

With kicdest personal regards, 1 snm
Very truly yours,

G« Ross Henninger,
Agsociate Editor.
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ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING COMPANY
420 SOUTH SAN PEDRO ST., LOS ANGELES, CAL.

@ November 28, 1932.

American Institute of Electrical Engineers,
33 West Thirty-ninth Street,
New York City, W.Y.

Attention: Mr. G. Ross Heninger, Associate Editor.

Gentlemen:

Replying to your letter of November 35, I would

. state that I remember Mr. George R. Metcalf very well when

he was in charge of the Publicity ‘Department of the Westing-
houce Company at East Pittsburgh. While I knew him very
well at the time, I have seen very little of him since and
I do not recollect that I know enough about hie own biography
to give you very mach information. I did a lot of work with
Mr., Melcalf tut I only know of his work with our company,
which I believe was later taken over by Mr. J. C. McQuiston.
Since Mr. McQuiston was very closely associated with
Mr. Metcalf during the entire veriod he was with our company,
I believe that he would be the best authority for this in-
formation.

Mr. McQuiston was an associate member of the
Institute and I am sure that he still retains hies address
in Wilkinsburg, Penna.

I feel very sure that the Westinghouse Publicity
Department has information regarding Mr. Metcalf, if you can
only find the proper reference.

It would give me great pleasure to contribute any=
thing in honor of Mr. Metcalf on account of past associatioms
if I knew anything which would be of benefit to you.

Mr. R. C., Stackhouse, joins with me in sending
you kindest personal regards. We are working together in this
office.

Yours very truly,

WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MFG. CO.

e VIR M

BPR:G. B. P. Rowe



MAGAZINES, INC.

MERCHANDISE MART
CHICAGO

110 W. 42nd St.
New York, N. Y.
Nov. 29th, 1932

Mr. G. Hoss Henninger
33 West 39th Street
New York, N. Y.

Dear Mr. Henninger:

Your letter of November 23rd received,
and I regret that I have no information respecting
Mr. George H. lMetcalfe that would be of any assis-
tance in a biographical outline.

1 wish I could help you, but really 1L
have not the information.

I think the idea of this biographibal
sketch a very proper one and hope you will obtain
all the information you desire. :

Sincerely yours,

;\\@’fﬁ‘-’

\ﬂ»&wzw‘ﬁgq |

Charles W. Price

CWP :DST
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PErcYy HL. THOMAS %5
CONSULTING ENGINEER ' Q{'y
120 BROADWAY
NEW YORK

December 1, 1932,

Mr. G. Ross Hennipger, Ass, Zd.,
Electrical XEngineering,

33 West Thirty-Ninth Street, N.Y.C.
Dear Mr., Henniger:

I shall be glad to do anything I can to give you data
on Mr, Metcalfe's work, but it is difficult to be specific. I was quite
closely associated with him in his early work, both when he was assistant to
Editor Wardlaw and afterward. Perhaps the membership do not realize what an
ashonishing growth the Institute has had within thirty years. I was chairman
of the Meetings and Papers Committee pretty nearly 25 years ago, just about the
time that Metcalfe became Editor and I recollect that I had the proud honor of
being the first Chairman, who spcceeded in having the papers in hend in time to
be distributed at the meetings, but it was "by the skin of our tegth", for we
hed one paper manuscript so late that it came from the printer only on the day
of the meeting.

Those were the conditions under which Metcelfe worked. Your imegination will
tell you how good a chance the editor had to make well edited copy. It was”

a man sized "job" to find papers for the New York meetings which were the only
meetings held except the annual convention, The authors in those days brow-
beat the editors, or tried to, and objected to eriticisms of style or language.
Tt was necessary for the editor to spend much time with the printers during the
printing operations to insure good form and speed and accuracy. I would like to
say that in those early days a very high order of work was secured and the publi-
cations of the Society were a real credit to the staff.

If you can think of any questions to ask, perhaps I can give you some more

information to fill out what you have. <:;;Z;Zifiii‘4;44,‘z,/’
Very truly yours, ,{1L/¢1%/



STEVENS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
CASTLE POINT. HOBOKEN
NEW JERSEY

ENID MAY HAWKINS
LIBRARIAN

Decerber 2,1932.

Mr. G. Ross Henninger,
Electrical Engineering,
33 West 39th Street,

Wew York City,New York.

Dear Mr. Henninger,

In response to your recent request for information
concerning Mr. George R. Metcalfe, Stevens, 186, I take pleasure in
sending you a transcript from the "Morton Memorial Volume' published

by the Alumni Association of Stevens in 1905.

Very truly yours,

Enid MzLLZi;ins Librarlan.



Metcalfe,George Richmond (M.E., !86), was born in Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1865. He
attended the Brooklyn Polytechnic Institute before entering Stevens . He was with
the Daft Electric Railway Co.,1888-90; the Edison General Electric Co.,1890-92; con-
sulting electrical engineer,1892-93; editor of "Electricity®, New York,1893-97; member
of the firm of Metcalfe & Moeller, engaged in electrical'machinery and incadescent lamp
repairing, New York, 1897-99; electrical editor of the "Street Railway Review! Cpicago,

1899-1904; and the editor of the "Technical World", Chicago,1904 to 1910 ?

Mr. Metcalfeis the son of George and Elizabeth T, (Root) Metcalfg,and of English

IS SRS SRS

descent. He married Grace D. Brown, November 8,1899, and they have two children, Richmond

e
ey,

and Winthrop Metcalfe.
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FRANK J. SPRAGUE
421 CANAL STREET

TELEPHONE
WALKER 5-0898

NEW YORK. Dec. 23, 1932

Mr. G. Ross Henninger,
Associate Editor,
Electrical Emgineering,
33 W. 39th Street,

New York City.

My dear Mr. Henninger:

Mr. Sprague has been ill with the CGrippe
for some days, and has not been able to reply to
your letter of Nov. 23d withregard to Mr. Metcalfe.
As soon as he returns to the Office I will call his
attention to it at once.

Very truly yours,

Secretary
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#r, J.Cs HeQuiston-- £,

1 learned from "Who's Who in Ameriea” that:

1. Mr. Hetcalfe was editor of "Electricity" (first pube
lished in Chicago, beginuing in July 1881, and subse-
quently moved to Hew York) from 1683 te 1887, By
diligent search back inte the archives of ocur Engineering
Societies Library, I find lir, Hetealfe's name appeared on
the editorial masthead of "Blectricity” as assoclate
editor under the date of Hay 11, 188%Z; as editor under
the date of June 28, 189€; that hig name disappeared from
the masthead to be supplanted by the man whom be formerly
supplanted, Hareh £8, 1894.

£+ That he was "echnical or electrical editor of the
tilectric Railway Review," published in Chiesgo, from
1889 to 1904, That he was slectrical ehgineer for the
Woods Hotor Vehicle Company during 1902 and 1804.

2. That he was editor of the "Technical Worlad® during
1904 and 1808,

44 That he edited some text-books for the American
Bechool of Correspondence during 1804 and 18035,

5y That be was efidbbr in the publication depariment of
the Westinghouse Electric and Hanufacturing Company at
Pit tsburgh, Pa., from 1905 to 1910, after which he be-
came associsted with the A.l.E.E.

1f you can elaborate to sny degree at all upon
ani of the foregeing items or, happily, add to them, you
will materially assist us in giviwn wail earned recognition
te a long devoted servant of the electrical engineering
profession, and 1 shall deem it in addition a great personal
favor, 4

1f 4t suits your convenience, 1 sugpest thet
you seribble your notations right on this sheety For your
convenience 1 attach a return, postage paid, sell-addressed

envelope,
With kindest personal regards, I am
Yours very truly,
Ge Beoss Henninger,
E Associate Editor.
¥y Encls

Ediphoned,



December &y 1928,

#pr, Hendlgy . Blackmon, Technical Division,
Publicity Department,

fiestinghouse Elec, and #fg. Co.,

East Plttsburgh, Pa.

#y dear Blackmon:

_ This is a direct, personsl appeal for some
badely needed assistance.

pur editer, livr, George R. Hetcalfe is retiring
from active service as of Jemusry 1, 1832, 2nd we are
making strenmucus efforts to stir up suf fieient autbentic
blographical inforsstion to enable us to recognize his
retirement ss well as his £8 years of faithful service
to the Institute by suitable publication in the January
{gsue of BLECTRICAL ESCIREERING. Hr, Hetcalfe 1s and
has been such a modest, devoted individual that there is
an appalling peucity of information of a personal nature
available as we go back down the traill of his years of
professional service. Naturally, 1 wish to avoeld, if
at all possible, the affront to his modesty that would
arise by our asking him personally for biographiezl ine
formation, thereby practieally asking him to write his own
biographye

Among other activities, an exceedingly brizf sen-
tion of which we find im the current issue of "Who's Who
in america,” and a few other meager sources of lnformation
is that from 1905 to 1910 he was "editor im the ynblic&tiaé
department of the Westinghouse Electric and Manufnseturing
Compsny, Pittsburgh, Pa,"

1f you could possibly uncover any facts at all,
no metter how meager, concerning the man personally or
concerning the character, scope, responsibility, ate., of
nis work there st Bast Pittsburgh, you not only would do
me a great personal Tavor but you would be of material
agssistanece to us in giving well earned recognition to a
devoted servent of the engineerins profession.

1f you could just uncover some of the old timers
that might possibly have beén assoclated with wr, detcalfe
during his period st Eest Pittsburgh, or eglsevwhere, you
might be able to uncover & few facts with which we could



dr, Hendley N. Blackmon~- £.

decidedly enrieh our proposed biographical sketeh., For
your own private information, 1 have written an independent
letter to Er, J.C. #eQuiston, who 1 understand et one time
was assoclated with Hr. Hetecalfe. Also, and ditto, I have
weitten te ir, Bertrand P. HRowe, fmrmwriy of the switeh~
board engineering department in KO0, and now of the Los
Angeles,office.

1 hesitate to make this appeal to you because 1
know full well that it represents a terribly time-consnming
task for very little return, Therefore, gg%&ﬂﬁgg you may
be able to do will be deeply appreciasted., To be effective
for the desired purpose, szny diseovered information should
be in my hands by December 10. :

With kindest perscnal regards, 1 am

Yours sinearely,

Ges Ross Henninger,
Assoelate Hditor,
Ty
idi phoned.



WoE S T I N G B0 5" F
ELECTRIC & MANUFACTURING COMPANY
EAST PITTSBURGH, PA.

@ - 19%7

December &, 1932.

3

Mr., G. Ross Henninger,
Associate Editor,
Electrical Engineering,
33 West 39th St.,

New York, N.Y.

Dear Mr. Henninger:

With regard to your letter of December 6, I am
unable to find any people that recall Mr. Metcalfe per-
sonally, but the following information taken from our
personnel records may be helpful.

= George R. Metcalfe came to the Westinghouse
Company on April 16, 1906 as "Editor of the
Publication Department" -- quite a responsi-
ble position. His immediate superior was J.C.
McQuiston, Manager of the Publication Depart-
ment. Mr. Metcalfe was about 40 years old
when he joined the Westinghouse Company, and
severed his connection on December 1, 1909,
making him sbout 66 years old at the present
time.

i

He was educated at Brooklyn Polytechnic, New
York, and graduated from Stevens Institute of
Technology in 1886, as an M.E.

= Worked for one year in the Engineering Depart-
ment of the Sprague Electric Railway Motor
Company, New York. &//

= Spent two years with the Edison General Electric
Company on railway construction work. >

= Was for 5 years editor of "Electriclty", New York. )/

Was electrical engineer for one year at the Woods
Automoblle Company, Chicago.

Was for five years technical editor of the "Street
Railway Review", Chicago.

il

= Was for one year editor of "Technical World", Chicago.



Mr. G. Ross Hemninger -2- December &, 1932.

In case the above information is not sufficient
there is just a chance that Mr. C. E. Skinner could tell
you more gbout him. Mr. Skinner is away on a trip but
expects to attend the A.S.M.E, meeting in your building
on December 9 where you can get in touch with him. If
you miss here there, he usually stays at the Engineer's
Club, 32 West 4Oth Street.

I am sorry the information is so skimpy, but it
looks like the best I can do this time.

Best regards.

Very truly yours,

HNB:ree
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E. W. MILLER, President A. A. ROSS, 2nd V. P. HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Fellows sGegr ?h:})e{l tcumnany General Electric Cempany F. W. SINRAM
ringfield, Vt. West Lynn, Mass. s e
‘ I SRl 3010 Woodhill Road
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J. C. McQUISTON, Manager-Secretary
First National Bank Building

ot December 8, 1932
Wilkinsburg, Pa.

Ure G. Ross Henninger, Associate Editor,
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING,

33 We 39th Ste,

New York, N.Y.

Dear lr. Henninger:

I have your letter of December 5th, advising that your Editor, lir. Geoe Re
Metealfe, will shortly retire, and asking if I can contribute any facts for inclu-
sion in a biogrephye.

T am afreid that I can contribute but little to the facts included in the
stetements accompanying your letter.

Of course I knew Mr. lletcalfe personally, and also remember very definitely
his connection with the Westinghouse Company back in the period from 1905 to 1910.
His work with the Westinghouse Company was along the same general lines as pursued
by him in comnection with the A.I.E.E.

Surely lir. lletcalfe was one man who filled the right place. There are so
mony men who through eccident maey be considered roqu pegs in square holes, or square
pegs in round holes; but as I have seen lir. lietcalfe perform and heve seen the results
of his efforts, I have had & wholesomse respect for his innete ability and have been
charmed with the quiet composure thet seemed Lo conceal the happiness that wes his in

work well donee

Mr. Metcalfe was a poor advertiser of himself. He assumed responsibility in
6. quiet way and worked out his problems without stir or excitement, In these deys of
promotion and bally-ho such an individual often suffers in comparison with noisy workers.
However, one only needs to reflect on the 1life work of a men like Metcalfe Lo realize

how real his efforts have been in comparison.

I recognize in George Metcalfe & weelth of petience, an untiring worker, &
stickler for accursey, snd combined with all a love for editing and all that goes

with it.

I have written these lines as I remember him and as I have continued to know
him on chance meetings from time to time. I have probebly added little o what you
slready know about hime. I shall hope thet whatever you may prepere will be pub-
1ished in the Proceedings of the Institute in order thet I may read ite.

With kindest regards, 1 am,

Yours very truly,

A

Secretary
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YALE UNIVERSITY
DUNHAM LABORATORY OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT

December 9, 1932

Mr,.G.Ross Henninger, Fditor
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

29 West 39th Street

New York City

Dear Mr.Henninger:

You asked me for some information regarding
Mr.Metealfe. I told you that I thought I could get something
pertinent. I expected to get in touch with one of the former
members of the publicity group at Westinghouse but have failed
in getting that information. Hence I have almost nothing to
contribute.

I knew him as a staff writer in the Westinghouse
Publicity Department and had a few contacts with him from time to
time. I was not, however, particularly familiar with his work.
Later he came to the A.I.5,E,staff whee you know much more about
him than I do. I have been much impressed from time to time in
his ability in shaping up nebulous material into something quite
presentable, not only in the technical line but also in others,
For instance, his sketches of certain men were admirable.

I would have no hesitanéyiin going to him and
getting the facts you want directly from him. His modesty may
not make forthcoming some of the things that you might, may be, learn
from others, but I am sure he would be glad to contribute the essen-
tial historical facts of his career rather than for some one else
giving them and having them wrong. Show him this letter if you

like,

truly yours

CFS/B
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FRANK J. SPRAGUE
421 CANAL STREET

TELEPHONE
WALKER 5-0898

New York, Dec. 12, 1232

Mr. G. R. Henninger,
Associate Editor,
Electrical Engineering,

29 W. 39th Street,New York.

My dear Mr. Henninger:

Pardon my delay in replying to your recent letter,
but I have been laid up with a severe attack of the grippe.

According to Mr. Metcalfe's record, he was active
in various engineering capacities from 1886 on, first with
the Edison United Manufacturing Co., and then with those early
pioneers, Daft and J. C. Henry.

About 1888, he joined the Sprague Company, which at that
time had offices at 16 Broad Street and was in the throes of carry-
ing on the Richmond road and the activities of many rzilway instal-
lations the country over.

While with the Sprague Co. he was engaged in t he building
of a2 short road at Steinway, L. I., where the Sprague System dis-
placed an experimental ecuipment put in by Eickmeyer. Later the
Sprague Company replaced the Van Depoele installation on a road ,
running between Brooklyn and Jamaica, L. I. ur. Metcalfe was en-
gaged on this road, =znd later on a small road at Winnipeg, Canada,
which I think was the first electrical road installed in that country.

During this period the B8Bprague Co. was expanding very rap-
idly and the individual work of the large number of employes has been
more or less lost sight of, except that of a few who were identified
with the historic Richmond road, and two or three of the other early
ones.

Metcalfe's work was, of course, satisfactory as evidenced
by the fact of his connection with the installations mentioned.
I doubt if I ever saw more than one of them, and that very briefly.



I wish I could add something of personal detail, but
unfortunately I cannot.

I am sorry to hear that he is giving up work, but he has
earned a good rest by his faithful services as Editor.

S8incerely yours,
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SECRETARY

TELEPHONE CANAL 6-6600

ROBERT RIDGWAY
CHIEF ENGINEER

Mre Ge Ross Henninger,
Associate Editor,
Electrical Engineering,
33 West 39th Street,
New York Citye

Dear Sir:~

Yours of November 23rd regarding Mr. George R. Metcalfe has
been held hoping that I would have time to do something in respect
to your request. However, conditions are such that I have been
unable to do soe

My acquaintance with Mre. Metcalfe is very slight and in view
of the shortness of time now available I believe that you had better
not count on me in this respecte.

Very truly yours,

He Ne Lateyo
Chief Electrical /Engineer.
BNL/HE



Pecember 15, 1822.

Drs Charles Fs Bcott,

Dunham Leboratory of Eleetrical Ingineering,
Yale University,

Hew Haven, Conb.

Res O.R. Hetealfe Blography
ity dear Doctor Scotts ‘

1t was very good of you to take the time to
write me your gemercus letter of December @, in response
to my plea for biographical information concerning our
retiring editor, Hr, George R, Hetcalfe.

By dint of strenuous effort, end by literally
combing the entire country by means of correspondence,
1 have beem able to collect the bits of information that
i have tentatively and roughly assembled inte a2 rough
typewrit ten draft, a copy of which 1s attached hersto,

Paucity of definite and substantidlly suthentile
information in many instances has forced me to bridge
several gaps, either by statements that 1 have based up-
cn an interpretation of information im hand, or by failing
to make any definite statement. Hence, you will give me
valusble assistance if you will read eritically and care~
fully the attached draft, noting thereon any corrections,
additions, or other suggestions that will help to com-
plete an aceceptably suthentic storys

Time is terribly short and you could favor me
further by just seribbling your notes on the attached
sheets, sending them to we by return mail in the
sccompanyihg pre-addressed and postage prepaid envelope.

With best personal regards, I am

Yours very truly,

G. Bosgs Henninger,
Asscciste Editor.
Py Bnels
Ediphoned.,
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Mn.” Percy H. Thomas, Consplting Engineer,
{iRoom 3614,

' 120 Breadway,

New York, N.Y.

e

i

Re: G.R. Metcalfe Biography

i~ My dear Mr. Thomas:

It was very good of you to take the time to
write me your gemerous letter of December 1, in response
to my plea for biographical information concerning our
retiring editor, Mr. George R. lMetecalfe.

By dint of strenuous effort, and by literally
combing the entire country by means of correspondence,
I have been able to collect the bits of information that
1 have tentatively and roughly assembled into a rough
typewritten draft, a copy of which is attached hereto.

Paucity of definite and substantially authentic
information in many instances has forced me to bridge
several gaps, either by statements that I have based
upon an interpretation of information in hand, or by fail-
ing to make any definite statement. Hence, you will give
me valuable assistance if you will read critically and
carefully the attached draft, noting thereon any correc-
tions, additions, or other suggestions that will help to
complete an acceptably authentic story.

Time is terribly short and you could favor me
further by just scribbling your notes on the attached
sheets, sending them to me by return msil in the
accompanying pre-addressed and postage prepaid envelope.

With best personal regards, I am

Yours very truly,

Ge éoss Henninger, Ei

Associzte Editor.
F.Encl.
Ediphoned



December 15, 1932,

Dry Frank J+ Sprague, President,
Sprague Bafety Control & Signal Corp,,
421 Canal Street,

New York, H. ¥,

| Re: CG.R, lletealfe Biograph$
4y desr Doectpr Spragues

1t was very good of you to tske the time to
write me your generous letter of December 2, in response
to my plea for blographical information coneerning our
retiring editor, Mr., George Ry Metealfe.

By dint of strenuous effort, and by literally
combing the enmtire country by means o correspondence,
1 hove been able to colleet the bits of information
that 1 have tentatively and roughly assembled into a
rough typewritten draft, & copy of wiich is sttached
heretos.

Pauelty of definite s2nd substantially authentie
information in many instances hss forced me¢ to bridge
seviral gaps, either by statements that 1 have based
upon an interpretation of information in hand, or by faile
ing to make an$ definite statement, Hence, you will give
me valuable assistance if you will read aritically and
carefully the attached draft, noting thereon any correg-
tions, additions, or other suzgestions thet will help teo
complete an acceptably authentic storvy. 4

Time is terribly short and you could favor me
further by Jjust seribbling your notes on the attached
sheets, sending them to me by roturn mail in the
accompanying pre-addressed and postage prepaid envelope.

With best personal rag&wda, 1 am

Yours very truly,

Gs Ross Henninger,
Associate EBditor,

Py Enels



Degember 15, 1938,

lpr, Percy Bs Thomas, Censultins Engineer,
Room %614,
120 Breadway,
few York, N.Y.
Re: G«R, Metcalfe Hiography

iy dear #r, Thomass

It was very good cof you to teke the time to
write me your generous letter of December 1, in response
to my plea for biographical information concerning our
retirving editor, Mr. CGeorge R, letcalfe,

By dint of strenuous effort, and by literally
combing the entire country by means af correspondence,
1 have been able te cellect the bitg of informstion that
1 have tentatively and roughly assembled into & rough
typewritten draft, & copy of which 1s sttached hereto.

Paucity of definite and substantially authentie
information in many instances has forced me to bridge
several gaps, eilther by statements that 1 have based
upon an interprotation of information in hand, or by faile
ing to make any definite statement, Hence, you will give
me valuable agsistance 4if you will read critically and
carefully the attached draft, noting thereon any correc-
tions, additions, or other suggestions that will help to
complete an acceptably autbentic story. 4

Time iz terribly short and you could favor me
further by Just seribbling our notes on the attached
sheets, sending them to me by return mail in the
sccompanying pre-addressed and postage prepald envelope.

With best personsl regards, 1 an

Yours very truly,

Gs Rogs Hemninger,
; Associate Editor,
Follnel.
Ediphoned



YALE UNIVERSITY ; ’f( ’11
DUNHAM LABORATORY OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT ‘2 lmfa

December 17, 1932

Mr,G,Ross Henninger, Associate Editor
ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING

29 West 39th Street

New Vork City

Dear Mr.Henninger:

I am returning the Metcalfe Biography. You
certainly have worked up an interesting story of a rather unique
career., It is interesting to see at how many different points
Mr.Metcalfe has been in contact with the electrical industry and what
a varied outlook he has had. DPossibly it is a varied insight rather
than outlook. His many contacts in the pioneer days, his contact
with some of the earliest installations, the experience this gave
him as a qualification for editorial work which has been of many
kinds, has all contributed to glve that balanced comprehending
judgment whiech has been one of his oubstanding characteristics,
These varied contacts in the school of experience have given him
thaet poise which enables him to handle difficult situations without

getting particularly perturbed or excited. j

So I think you can weave these 101l 'different
experiences into a concluding summary paragraph showing how they
have all contributed to making the man as he now is,

ra
I am not able to make particular eriticism on

the text of what you sent. I have indicated one minor suggestion
on page S.

CFS/B
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