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Background

IEEE Sections are the backbone of the IEEE, the place where most individual members interface directly with this vast, international organization.  Therefore, understanding the history of Sections is critical to understanding and appreciating the institutional history of IEEE.  However, Sections often lack the human and space resources to properly preserve and present their history. Many sections have boxes of historical material stored in a member’s attic or similar place, for lack of a better plan of what to do with the material.  

At IEEE Sections Congress 2008, the IEEE History Center launched the IEEE Global History Network (GHN), a new wiki-based website.  One of the goals of the GHN is to provide a tool to IEEE Sections for preserving and promoting their history.

The GHN can be found at http://www.ieeeghn.org/wiki/index.php/Main_Page.  The technical instructions for using the GHN are found on the site at http://www.ieeeghn.org/wiki/index.php/Help:Help_For_First_Time_Users.  Individual support for Sections is available at ieeeghn@ieee.org. 

Basically, anyone can view the GHN (and add comments and rate pages), but only those individuals with IEEE Web Accounts (IEEE members and special GHN guests) can start and edit articles.

There are two ways that Sections can help to present and promote their history using the GHN.  The first is to collectively write a narrative article on Section History in the “Topic Article” section of the site, where the regular wiki articles are found.  The second is to scan and  post  appropriate portions of the Section’s historical material.

Beyond the GHN, original records and related items are worth preserving.  In this electronic age,  access and use (on the one hand) is a separate issue from preservation. Given the pace of technological change, we can be more confident that paper will be accessible fifty years from now than an electronic file.   While the IEEE History Center does not have the facilities to store section  material, the guidelines below will help a section to help determine what material is likely worth saving, and the History Center can help you try to locate a archival repository in your area that might be interesting in accepting them.

IEEE Section History

Basic Recommendations

A “stub”,that is, a blank page with the appropriate title and a link to the Section’s home page, has been created for each Section.  The stub can be located by placing the Section’s name in the main GHN search engine, and can then of course be directly bookmarked.  It is recommended that each Section designate a group to post to the page at least the following information:

1. Name of the Section, geographical boundaries (possibly with map) – maybe all maps should be from one map of the world.
2. Establishment of the Section (History and date)
3. List of Section chairs and years of office (box)
4. Membership – graphic representation – students and high level 
5. Listing of Chapters/Affinity groups/Student branches and year of establishment. Special achievements of the Chapter (Conferences, official committee etc.)
6. Major activities of the section during the years:
a. Newsletter

b. Conferences -- local conferences and listing of major conferences held in the section area.
c. Milestones -- listing and details
d. Awards to Section or members
e. Special events – student meetings etc. 
7. Narrative on special achievements (e.g. engineering week) or special members (e.g. Regional Director) and on status of the section in the country (academy/industry). Legal status.

8. References and web links
9. Documents, Video clips and photos of important events
10. Dates of authentication of the page.
Then, the Section can decide whether or not to broadly invite all members to participate in further fleshing out the story.  Links between the GHN and the Section’s home page are encouraged.

Example

IEEE Region 8 has decided to prepare a Jubilee Book on the web, in preparation for its 50th anniversary in 2013.  In this book, each of 56 Sections will present its history and activities.  It was suggested that each Section should prepare its history on GHN and that all histories will be then collected as part of the Jubilee Book

IEEE Section Archives

Basic Recommendations

There are alternatives to accumulating boxes of material in a member’s home.

The initial question is what material should be saved and what material should be discarded.  The two follow up questions are where the saved material should be housed and which of the saved material should also be scanned and loaded on GHN.

The short answer to the initial question is that Sections should save those items that have long-term historical value, and discard the rest once they are no longer needed for current section use.   Section leaders should ask themselves—If we were running the section twenty-five years from now, could we imagine anyone having  interest in the particular item?

While no list can be comprehensive, here are some items that would typically be worth saving.  (Note that not every Section will have items of all of these types.)

1.
Section charters, constitutions and bylaws, and amendments thereof.

2.
Section newsletters—copies of every issue.  

3.
Copies of other section publications.

4.
Section yearbooks, if they exist. 

5.
Programs of notable meetings, conferences, and other section events.

6.
Photos and videos of notable meetings, conferences, and other section events.

7.
Lists of Section chairs and other officers, with years in office and with biographies and photos if these are available.

8.
Section events (what is a notable event is a matter for judgment.)

9.
Programs of notable IEEE (or IEEE society) conferences held in the section.

10.
Section meeting minutes.

11.
Section Awards, if any. 

12.
Section rosters.

13.
Membership statistics

14.
Attendance Statistics.

15.
Lists of notable section members, with biographies and photos.

16.
Documents on section history.

17.
 Merger records, if section is older than 1963.

Now for GHN:  Of those records that are worth preserving, Sections should scan and post on the GHN those items that do not have (or once had but no longer have) proprietary value to the Section or IEEE.  As an example, this year’s budget is of proprietary interest, but the 1979 budget is not.  Remember, that while only IEEE members or other select registered users can edit material on the GHN, anyone can view the material.   Save proprietary records, alongside  the originals of your other records at a local archives if you can find one that is interested. You or your successors can always revisit these documents at a later  time when they are no longer of proprietary interest.  Also note that if any of these records are already in electronic form—for example digital photos as JPEGs or documents in PDF or MS Word format—they  already in a suitable format for posting and need not be scanned!

Example

The IEEE Washington Section has posted its archives at:  http://www.ieeeghn.org/wiki/index.php/Archives:Washington_Section_Archives 

Admittedly, this section had a head start, since the chapter put together a bound historical scrapbook back in the 1950s, the full contents of which are now on the GHN.   That is, someone decided back in then what was worth saving from material that the section had accumulated.  (And the Washington section still faces the task of posting records from the last fifty years.) 

V3 0510

