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FTROM American Ipstitute of Electrical Engiieers ‘

33 West 39th Street
New tork, N.I* v RE_EASE ON RECEIPT

of 276 Riverside Drive, }
NEW YORK, Mey -- Arthur W. Berresford{ former vice-president of Cutler : )

Hammer “snufecturing Company and rotired menaging director of the National -
blectrical Manufacturers ®ssoci:tion, dieé in Mew lork

A distinguished electrical engineer, he was particularly associated with

the development of countrol devices for electric motors and generators during

the period of hi. conmection with Cutler Hammer 1900-23 and for some years

previously. Under his management we:e developed many of the devices which

maie possible the modern steel mill, hoisting and conveying machinery,

= and
the electrically oper ted printing press,/the modern electric elevatorxsmex

RruginentxRorxm For meny years he 1.4 been ;romiﬁent in engineering affairs,
having served as president of the American Institute of Electrical bngineers
ana president of the Americen Engineering Council. For his exceptional
services to the latter organization, he received in 1930 the first professional
award of the Phoebe Hobson Fowler medal bestewed by the Americam 8ociety of
Civil Engineers.

lir. Berresford was barn in Brooklyn, N.Y., July 9, 1872, and gxamx was
graduated with the degree of bachelor of sclence in electricul engineering
from the Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn in 1892, receiving the degree of
mechanical enginecer from Cornell Ynive: sity i thefollowing year; Uuring
the ycars 1393 to 1396 he engeged, as he himself put dit, "in the usual
variety of occupation possiicle in panic years tec a college graduate without
experience", working as electrician for the Brooklyn City Railroud Company,
overhauling motors and assisting iu trollgy-line comstruction, mecanwhile
ca:rying on private experimental work. e was employgg by the He £ Coho

Company anc the Riker Electric Company before taking charge in 1896 of the



~
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testing anc design work of the Ward-Leonard Electric Company, an associstion §
vhich marked the beginning of his work with electric-motor control. ln 1898,

with two associated, he bought khe and reorgani.ed the LIron Clad Rheosta

Coipany, which he operated for two years as the Iron Clad Resista .ce Company .
The firm was sold to Cutler Hmmmer in 1900, and Mr. Berresford entered the
engineerin, department of that érganization, becoming superintendent in 1 01, 3
general manager and vice-president in 1905, anu continuing as vice-president

for 15 years. He entered the electric-refrigeration field in 1925, bscoming
vice-president of the Wizer Corporation, mxx Betroit, Mich., one of three

units which merged to form the Electric RefrigerationcUorpor&tion From

1929 until his retirement in 1924 he was managing director of the “.+ onal
Electrical Manufucturers #Association. During the first World War he was

Cchairman of fL& gene: al wHEX war se vice committee of the electrical manufacturing
industry. He had also served as president of the Ejectrical Manufacturers

Club, and of the Agsociated Manufucturers of Llectrical Supplies, and in

addition to wvery aétive participation for more than 30 yeurs in the affairs

of the Ame:ican Institute 6f Electrical Engineers, also was a member of the
Franklin Institute, The American Societ, of Mechanical kngineers, and the

wociety of Nava. Archi‘ects anc Ma ine Eugineers. '
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FROM Americagn Institute of Electrical Engineers ) ! WARNING !
33 West 39th Ftreet, ADVANCE RELEASE
New York, N.Ys

NEW YORK, May -- Arthur W, Berresford of 276 Riverside Drive, former vice-president
and general manager of Cutler Hammer Manufacturing Company and retired managing
director of the National Electrical Mgnufacturers Association, died in New York
seeevsssssseses A distinguished electrical engineer, he was intimately associated
with the development of control devices for electric motors and generators during
the period of his connection with Cutler Hammer 1900-23 and for some years previous-
ly. Under his management were developed many of the devices which made possible the
modern steel-mill, hoisting and vonveying machinery, the electrically operated
printing press, and the modern electric elevator. For many years he had been prom-
inent in engineering affairs, having served as president of the American Institute
of Electrical Engineers (1920-21) and president of the American Engineering Council.
For his particularly efficient administration of the latter organization, he receiv-
ed in 1930 his first professional award of the Phoebe Hobson Fowler medals bestowed
by the American Society of Civil Engineers.

Mr. Berresford was born in Brooklyn, N,Y., July 9, 1872, and was graduated
with the degree of bachelor of science in electrical engineering from the Polytech-
nic Institute of Brooklyn in 1892, receiving the degree of mechanical engineer from
Cornell University the following year. Puring the years 1893 to 1896 he engaged,
as he himself put it, "in the usual variety of occupation possible in panic years
to a college graduate without experience", working as electrician for the Brooklyn
City Railroad Company, overhauling motors and aseisting in trolley-line construc-
tion, meanwhile carrying on private experimental work, He was employed by the H.B.
Coho Company and the Riker Electric Company before takinz charge in 1896 of the
testing and design work of the Ward-Leonard Tlectric Company, an association which
marked the beginning of his work with electric-motor control, In 1898, with two
sssociated, he bought the assets of the Iron Clad Fheostat Company, which he oper-
ated for two years as the Iron Clad Resistance Company., The firm was sold to
Cutler Harmer in 1900, and Mr, Berresford entered the engineering department of
that organization, becoming superintendent in 1901, general manager and vice-presi-
dent in 1905, and continuing as vice-president for 18 years. He entered the
electric~-refrigeration field in 1925, becoming vice-president of the Nizer Corpora-
tion, Detroit, Mich,, one of three units which merged to form the Electric Refriger-
ation Corporation, From 1929 until his retirenent in 1934 he was managing director
of the National Electrical Manufacturers Association, During the first World War
he was chairman of the gencral war service committee of the electrical manufactur-
ing industry, He had also served as president of the Electrical Manufacturers Club,
and of the Associated Manufacturers of Electrical Supplies, and in addition to very
active participation for more than 30 years in the affairs of the American Insti-
tute of Blectrical Engineers, also was a member of the Franklin Institute, The
Anerican Society of Mechanical Engineers, and the Society of Naval Architects and
Marine Engineers, '

Mr., Berresford is survived by his wife, Alice McGrath Berresford, and by two
sons and a daughter: John T, Berresford of Middletown, Conn,; Doctor Arthur B,
Berresford of Ithaca, N.Y.; and Mrs. John M. Blajmey, JT., of St. Louis, Mo.
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ARTHUR WILLIAM BRRRESFORD

Arthur ¥illiam Jerresford, thirty-third president
of the American Institute of Wlectrical Engineers, dled on
Hay 30, 1941, at the age of 6.

Mr, Berresford received the degree of bachelor of
gselence in electricel engincering from the Polytechnic Insti-
tute of Brooklyn in 1892, an? the degree of mechanicel engie
nser from Cornell University in 1893, After gaining experience
in seversl types of enzineering worik, he was, in 1896, placed
in charge of testing snd design in the Yard lLeonard Mlectric

Company.

Prom 1898 to 1900, he operated & company owned by
hingelf and two assoclates, and then sold it to the Cutler
Hammer Manufacturing Company, and entered the latter's engle
neering departnent. He became superintendent in 1901, genersl
nanager and viee~president in 1905, continuing as vice-presi=-
dent until 1923, In 1925, he becawe vice~president of the
¥izer Corperation, which later was merged with the Wlectric
Refrigevation Corporation, and from 1929 until his retirement
in 1934, he was managing director of the National Hlectrical
Hanufocturers Association.

Mr, Berresford joined the Institute in 1804, He
wae transferred to the grade of Member in 1906, and to the
eredes of Fellow in 1914, He was a manager 190912, 2 vice-
president 1912-14, an? president 1920-21, He was keenly in-
tereated in Institute activities and during his long career
he served with distinction a« chairman of many cormittees.

RUBOLTED:  That the Board of Dirsctors of the American
Institute of Eleectrical Engineers hereby reacords its deep appre-
ciation of Mr, Berresford's meny contributions to the develon-
ment of various activities of the Institute and its sorrov at
his death, and be it further

AREOLVEDT  Thet these resolutions be entered in the
minutes and transmitted to the members of lir. Berresford's
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