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IN THE days when electric lighting was a
new subject Edwin James Houston at-
tained fame by working out the Thomson-
Houston system of arc lighting. In collabo-
ration with Professor Elihu Thomson who
was a teacher at the same school, Professor
Houston made many important contribu-
tions to the art, establishing a high reputa-
tion as an inventor in addition to his emi-
nence as a teacher, author, and consulting
engineer.

He was born in Alexandria, Va., July 9,
1847 and was educated in the Central High
School of Philadelphia, from which he
received the Master’s degree. After teach-
ing for a time at Girard College, he was
elected professor of civil engineering in the
Central High School, but was soon trans-
ferred to the chair of natural philosophy, of
which he was professor emeritus at the time
of his death, March 1, 1914. He was also
professor emeritus of physics at Franklin
Institute and professor of physics at the
Medico-Chirurgical College.

In 1884 he was appointed a member of the
United States Electrical Commission, which
convened at Philadelphia, and was elected
by the Franklin Institute chief engineer of
the International Electrical Exhibition in

Philadelphia. This exhibition was well car-
ried out, and the practical tests of electrical
apparatus then made were a valuable con-
tribution to the advance of electrical science.
By this time Professor Houston had become
prominent in electrical research of every
sort, and the following year, in 1895, he re-
signed from his position at the Central High

|
School to become associated with dr ASE
Kennelly in the firm, Houston and Kennelly,
consulting engineers. (

Professor Houston was a very| prolific
writer both in the technical and popularized
fields of science. He was keenly alﬂ/e to the
growing importance of science in efucation
and wrote many textbooks and ‘“‘popular’
essays, as well as numerous purely scientific
papers.

The series ‘‘Primers of Electricity,”” pub-
lished in 1884 in the Electrical World, which
he wrote in collaboration with Dr. Ken-
nelly, was among the first primers on elec-
trical subjects appearing in any language.
His “Dictionary of Electrical Words, Terms,
and Phrases” and ‘““Electricity in Every-day
Life”” are well known today. It was Pro-
fessor Houston who presented the first paper
before the Institute in 1884, “Some Notes on
Incandescent Lamps,” which dealt with the
“Edison effect” and aroused a great deal of
comment. The modern electronic| tube is
based upon this discovery. ‘

He was a charter member of the Instltute,
a member of the American Institute of
Mining Engineers, the American Philo-
sophical Society, the Philadelphia Academy,
and many other scientific organizations.
He was president of Section C of the Elec-
trical Congress held in Chicago in 1893 and
the first president of the electrical section of
the Franklin Institute. He received the
honorary Ph.D. degree from Princeton
University.
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