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Corning. Inventors of Fiber at OFC 2010. 2010. Photograph. Sullivan Park Archive, Corning, N.Y.
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W ﬂ,e'ﬁ most were saying optical fiber
tech noﬁogy was decades away, Corning
pushed on—and in 1970, the breakthrough
Came. But we didn't stop there. Over the
past 40 years, we've continued to improve
optical fiber technology. Now the world’s
information, communication, and econo
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Corning. Inventors of Fiber in Research Lab. 1972. Photograph. Sullivan Park Archive, Corning, N.Y.
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Corning. Inventors of Fiber with Fiber Spool. 1972. Photograph. Sullivan Park Archive, Corning, N.Y.
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Dyer, Davis, and Daniel Gross. The Generations of Corning: the Life and times of a Global Corporation. New York, NY [u.a.: Oxford UP, 2001. Print.
“On a Thursday in August 1970, Keck and his colleagues drew yet another slew of fibers…Suddenly he got hit by a bright beam of light, right in the pupil. ‘Good grief’, he said, ‘what do we have here?’ To his surprise and glee, the measurement was sixteen decibels, above the twenty-decibel threshold.”(305-306)

Graham, Margaret B. W., and Alec T. Shuldiner. Corning: and the Craft of Innovation. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2001. Print.

Hecht, Jeff. City of Light: the Story of Fiber Optics. New York: Oxford UP, 1999. Print.
“The Corning team found a delicate but not perfect balance. By early 1970, they had found a titanium doping level that seemed right and had learned how to make good preforms. …” 

“Careful measurements later showed the fiber had attenuation of 16 decibels per kilometer. … The Corning team pinned the measurement down so tightly the error was only plus or minus one decibel per kilometer. It was an impressive achievement and a dramatic improvement over previous fibers. Don Keck, Bob Maurer, and Peter Schultz had hit the fiber-optic jackpot.” 
Magaziner, Ira, and Mark Patinkin. The Silent War. Corning Glass: The Battle to Talk with Light. Random House, 2000. Print.
“Keck would later say he could just about feel the spirit of Edison. Usually lab notebooks are fairly dry. On that day in 1970, Keck’s entry is there for posterity. Attenuation equals 16dB. Eureka.”(14)
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