'IEEE HISTORY COMMITTEE
Suggested letter to each of the past and present officers of IRE,AIEE,
and IEEE who were actively involved in the merger concept, plans, and
implementation. This sample is addressed to Dick Teare.

Dear Dick:
. The Executive Committee of IEEE has decided that the time

has come to record and publish a comprehensive history of the merger
of AIEE and IRE into the present IEEE. As a member of the IEEE
History Committee, I have been assigned the job of colleecting

material for the project.

2/5 ‘8S

Much of the story is, of course, in the published record. With
the help of the Headquarters Staff, I am bringing the bulk of this
together., But, beyond that, I hope we can gather a file of personal
recollections of the discussions, accommonations, compromises, and
decisons that led to the Boards'! actions in recommending merger to
the memberships and culminated in the implementation on Janﬁary P

1963.
Pema_
There was, we knOW)ﬁqﬂ%chooperation and many joint activities
over the years since 1912. Th are references to occasional # _
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informal suggestionsi?f merger before you and Pat Haggerty got
together in May of 1961. That meeting, however, appears to have

been the starting point for what happened on January 1, 1963.

I guess what I'm parficularly interested in at the moment is
your recollections of those early considerations that convinced you
that mergiz: was }@f only soluté ,Y "’2 19¢ J @"“,«}ZQ(
;ifeﬁfs.iz( e gﬁﬂig“ﬂd4“¥ tsaﬁV' ‘4w<ues4( vwktfua 4‘%««Jv<€n; .
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I'm not far enough into the job to raise many specific questions.

I need to review more fully the published record. Unfortunately, I
brought no files, nor even my library, with me. But in the meantime,

I would greatly appreciate your help im several ways:
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1) Review the enclosed proposed tentative outline,amsdt comment on any
omissions, and indicate points requiring emphasise For instance, it

has been suggested that the article or story, which might run to a series
of several articles in SPECTRUM, should start with g{ggﬁzgyieview of the
évolution of the organized engineering profession, starting with the

British Institution of Civil Engineers.

2) Direct our attention to any documents, published or otherwise,

which you consider particularly useful to the project. ( I have the
minutes of the lh~Man Committee, the Red, Green, and_yellow supplements
published by the societies in their monthly magazines. I hope to find

EE and FIRE in some leocal librariéso Your reports ( yours and Haggerty's)
to your Boards should be in the Board minutes. I haven't yet seen the
minutes of the Eight-Man Committee, nor the reports of the Two-Man Task
Forces. They should be somewhere. Or, did the Eight-Man Oommitteé keep

minutes?)
3) If you have a personal file of correspondence, or memoranda that might

yield interesting highlights and side lights which should be reviewed,

they might be useful.
i) Any suggestions on how to handle this job.
The History Committee, and I especially, will appreciate your help.

Sincerely,
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